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65 BODACIOUS YEARS !

The Troop 285 Legacy
Troop 285 held a spectacular anniversary celebration on Saturday, May 25, 2019! For 65 years, the
troop has been dedicated to transforming adolescent boys into young men through the virtues
founded in a vibrant scouting program. Scouts in Troop 285 are able to exemplify the Scout Oath
aided by the tradition to seek High Adventure, pursue academic achievement, and serve the
community. By living the Scout Oath and Law, the young man is better prepared for the challenges
in life. Our troop has an amazing history that will continue to grow. As scouts, leaders, parents, and
alumni, we should celebrate and renew our commitment to the legacy of Troop 285!
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The 65th Milestone
On the morning of the anniversary celebration, a commemorative bike
ride was held along the Salado Creek Hike and Bike Trail. All scouts and
family members in attendance had a great time!
“The group of intrepid riders assembled at the
Scout Lodge at 8:30 am,” Mr. Mac writes.
“Beginning at the Scout Lodge, the group took
the Salado Creek Greenway, conveniently
located across from the Lodge to Tobin Park,
just inside of Loop 410 and then returned via
the same route to the Lodge.”
Ben Lagueux, ASM adds, “The ride was
comfortable but not slow. Tom Carter’s early
Sam Griffith on the trail with Andy Hartnett
group rode outbound, past Hardberger Park to
LP 1604 and then picked up the rest of the
group on their return…Quinn Niebergall and
Bo Jackson did a side ride on the dirt trails at McAllister Park and then
rejoined the main group…There were no mishaps or mechanicals and all
participants said they look forward to the next ride opportunity.”
Mrs. Leigh Griffith, mother of Sam Griffith,
noted the great company of riders and the
beauty of the trails. "The recent rains have
populated the boardwalk area of the Tobin Trail
with wildflowers, and we saw plenty of birds;
cardinals, egrets, etc., and thankfully someone
pointed out the beautiful old tree you see Mr.
Mac standing near. It was off the trail; we hiked
about 100 yards to it…The weather was perfect.
Cool in the early morning and then a light
drizzle of rain cooled us off after the sun got
higher in the sky.”

Mr. Mac & Paul Thomas under the

The band of riders included:
Ben Lagueux, ASM & daughter Peyton; Jim,
Leigh & Sam Griffith; Andy & Carter Hartnett;
Paul Thomas Sr. & Paul Thomas Jr., Luis
Marti; Bo Jackson, ASM; Tom Carter, ASM;
Tara & Quinn Niebergall; Ted Lee, ASM and
Bill McCalister, SM.

Peyton Lagueux at the base of the
“hauntingly beautiful tree.”

Leigh & Jim Griffith at the Lodge

“enchanting tree.”
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Court of Honor
The court convened at an unusual hour of 5:00 pm and
opened with an outdoor flag ceremony. The Court was held
at the Scout Lodge and was followed by the 65th Anniversary
Dinner.
Mr. Jim Lynch, ASM was the Master of Ceremonies and
expeditiously conducted his duties, while Mr. Roger Poupart,
ASM presented the rank awards.
The court was well attended by parents, grandparents and
some alumni to witness the scout promotions and merit
badge awards. The following ranks were presented:
Scout: Tommy Barber

Tenderfoot:
John Canter
David Kelly
Caleb Carpenter

Second Class:
Mathew Diaz
Carter Hartnett
Top: Quinn Niebergall prepares for the
ceremony
Middle: Harrison Doyle leads the opening
flag ceremony
Bottom: Scouts prepare to post the Colors
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Special Presentations

Star:
Christian Diaz
Timothy Shapovalov

Life:
Gage Lagueux

Top: Sam Griffith receives an Eagle Palm
Center: Timothy Shapovalov receives the
Den Chief Service Award

Special Note: Pack 285 Cubmaster Alex Shapovalov
highlighted the important roll a Den Chief plays in a Cub Scout
pack. First Class Scouts are encouraged to seek this position
within the pack to prepare for troop leadership and to recruit.

Bottom:
Aidan Alonso, Timothy Shapovalov &
Keith Van Winkle receive the Catholic
Religious Emblem Award: Ad Altare Dei
(To the Alter of God)
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Celebration Dinner
and Festivities
Scouts, alumni, family, and friends
socialized under the shade of the lodge,
as a breeze drifted through the porch
cooling the late spring evening.
The
exterior walls were decorated with photos
of past summer trips, campouts and
special events. At the center was a giant
“65” on the stone facade. A caricature
artist provided lively cartoon portraits for
those good humored or brave enough to
see themselves skewed on paper, and a
magician performed tricks before the
main dinner show.
As everyone mingled, the interior of the
Lodge was being transformed from the
Court of Honor arrangement to a dinner
setting. Tables were placed in three long
rows with seating on either side to
accommodate the large banquet.

ASM’s Bo Jackson, Dave Kibler and Alumni Stephen Austin

The troop provided the main course,
which included brisket, chicken, and
sausage. This was accompanied by a
buffet of various cultural side dishes,
representing each scout’s heritage.
Dessert included cookies, brownies, pies
and the special 65th Anniversary cake
with dual chocolate and vanilla flavors.
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Dining entertainment was provided by the
comical magician, Christopher Avallone. His
show included card, mind reading, and levitation
tricks that involved audience participation. Mr.
Avallone was a great performer, conducting
tricks before and after the show, taking time with
the scouts to continue the entertainment.
The closing event for the evening was a solemn
flag retirement ceremony, which was conducted
by the Staff Patrol and lead by Junior Assistant
Scoutmaster, Keith Van Winkle and assisted by
ASM Roger Poupart.
WEBELOS Gregory Shapovalov & Ryan Alonso sit for a caricature

The scouts retiring the flags included, Austin
Doyle, Harrison Doyle, David Beyer, Zachary
Poupart, Logan Balfour and Quinn Niebergall. As
each flag was retired, the states were named in
sequential order with their respective state motto.

Magician Christopher Avallone Performing for Scouts

The evening concluded with a group photo
including scouts, alumni and families who make
up Troop 285. Special recognition should be paid
to Kristen Shapovalov for planning and
coordinating the evening and Gaye Jackson for
her support.

Keith Van Winkle Leads the Retirement Ceremony
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The 65th Anniversary weekend was a great success and a stirring reminder of the troop’s past
achievements. Troop 285’s legacy should shape our standards and expectations for current scouts
and those that will follow.
7!
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Service Project:
Coker Food Pantry
The troop was also challenged to raise 65
donation boxes in support of the Coker
Food Pantry.
The “Fill a Box, Feed a
Family” challenge raised 40 donation boxes
and was a key component to the anniversary
weekend, reminding us of a scout’s
commitment to service. Many families
participated in this generous giving, with
some families donating several boxes full of
food.
The food pantry was stocked wall to wall after
the delivery was made. Thank you to all families that participated in this noble cause!

Troop Trivia:
• Where did the troop originally meet?
• Who was the first scout from Troop 285 to experience a Philmont trek?

Answers:
• The dairy barn of the Maltsberger family
• Eagle Scout Steve Austin (1962); pictured on pg. 5

Who knows the story of the granite marker
commemorating the 125th Anniversary of Coker UMC?
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2019 SUMMER
CAMP REVIEW
During the summer of 2019, Troop 285 was present at a number of camps. The Lone
Stars were initiated at Lost Pines; two crews adventured to Philmont; three scouts with
their dads traveled to Camp Wehinahpay nestled in the New Mexico Mountains; and a
large group, including two full families, cruised over to Colorado’s Peaceful Valley. The
following is a summary of some of the summer activities.

Lost Pines: June 9th - 15th

Eight scouts with five dads attended Lost Pines this year, under
the leadership of ASM Bo Jackson. For those first year scouts
that attended, this was a growing experience; overcoming the
anxiety brought by heavy thunderstorms on the first night; putting
fear behind them as they took that first step off of the rappelling
tower; building new friendships; feeling the pride of earning that
first series of merit badges; and of course maintaining the tradition
of earning the Honor Troop Award! The scouts that attended
were: Hunter & Henry Crockett, Harrison Goodman, Marcio
Marti, Logan Balfour, Caleb Carpenter, Paul Thomas, and R.D.
Branch
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PHILMONT TREKS 618-L-01 & 02 - JUNE 18TH THRU 30TH

BY ZACHARY POUPART
ASM Roger Poupart guided a crew to Philmont Scout
Ranch in June. The scouts were able to earn both the
Backpacking and Camping merit badges. In addition,
three scouts completed the 50-Miler award while at
Philmont! The scouts included (L-R): Will Toman,
Joshua Carpenter, Cole Finney, Ryan Taylor, Zachary
Poupart, Carter Hartnett, Thomas Beyer, Jameson
Adams, and John Hernden (NP). The dads that attended
included (L-R): ASM John Carpenter, Rob Finney, Mike
Taylor, ASM Roger Poupart, Andrew Hartnett and
David Beyer.
!1 0
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Zachary Poupart writes about his Philmont experience, “Going to Philmont was
everything that we heard it would be and more! We enjoyed the beauty of the
mountains and tried new things like spar
pole climbing, tomahawk throwing, and
having pack burros. We sharpened our
outdoor skills of cooking, camping,
hiking, and hanging bear bags. We were
also able to make lots of fun memories
like panning for gold, playing hacky sack
in the mountain meadows and having an
epic snowball fight, as we descended
Baldy. It was an amazing experience that
I would very much recommend to the
boys and their dads!”
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PHILMONT TREK 25
JUNE 11 TH - 23 RD
BEN LAGUEUX

Starting June 11, 2019, the “Supercrew” of experienced Troop 285 members
completed Philmont Trek 25, a rugged 70 miles of trails, with a highest camp
elevation at 9,020 feet. It is the same trek number that we were scheduled to
attend in 2018, but was canceled due to the Ute Park fire.
The itinerary included
climbing Mt. Baldy,
burro packing (we took
two burros), mountain
biking, Cowboy Action
Shooting, 50-caliber
black powder rifles, and
crossing the Valle Vidal
of the Philmont North
Country. We saw herds
of elk, pronghorn
antelope, mule deer,
and small animals
including horned
lizards.
1! 2
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The crew was solid
throughout the 12-day
trek, with every member
earning all available
awards and patches. The
crew leader, Eagle Scout
K e i t h Va n W i n k l e
completed the Triple
Crown of High Adventure
by the end of the trek.
Our Wilderness Guia, Life
Scout Harrison Doyle,
discovered an amazing
big-tooth maple leaf fossil
on a pie plate-sized rock,
and then set the example by leaving it where he found it.
Our Chaplain’s Aide, Life Scout Gage Lagueux, made sure we all completed
the Duty to God program. Two notable highlights of the trek were taking two
burros on a trail camp overnight trip and summiting Baldy from Miranda via
Blackhorse Canyon in under 3 ½ hours.
Rounding out the
“Supercrew” were
Life Scouts Quinn
Niebergall, James
Gustin, and John
Gustin, the adult
advisors included
ASM Ben Lagueux,
Gordon Niebergall,
Michael Doyle,
Matt Van Winkle,
and Alan Gustin.
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Left to Right: ASM Ben Lagueux, Matt Van Winkle, Harrison Doyle, JASM Keith Van Winkle, Gage Lagueux,
Michael Doyle, Gordon Niebergall, Quinn Niebergall, James Gustin, John Gustin and Alan Gustin
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Wehinahpay Mountain Camp June 30th thru July 7th
Led by Dr. Kevin Helmrick, A small but enthusiastic group of Troop 285 Scouts and
Dads attended Wehinahpay Mountain Camp for an exciting mountain camp experience.
Here’s a recap from the Scouts:
Tommy Barber (Left): Wehinahpay was my first Scouting
summer camp and I enjoyed it because I could hang out
with Caleb and Joseph and I had fun doing 5 merit
badges, especially riflery. It was my first time in the
mountains, and since there were only three dads and
three Scouts there from 285, it was very peaceful.

Joseph Helmrick (Above): My two favorite merit badges
at Wehinahpay were archery and welding. I enjoyed
archery, and I’m considering joining an archery league
in San Antonio. Welding also is different than most
merit badges. If I hadn’t gone to Wehinahpay, I probably
would have never been exposed to it. I created a new
name plate with my initials welded on it!
Caleb Carpenter (Left): The thing I liked best about
Wehinahpay was the kitchen staff. They helped with all
of the allergies I have. The staff members were great.
The staff also made sure I completed all of my
requirements for the merit badges I took. The other
thing I liked was their spirit and the high energy the
staff had. This helped me have more fun. Thanks
Wehinahpay!
1! 5
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Cris Dobbins at Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch
July 14th - 20th
by Christian Diaz & Chris Alonso
The group of 12 scouts, 8 dads, 2 moms and 3 siblings left for
Colorado on Saturday, July 14th and drove through Texas, stopping
in Sweetwater for lunch then continuing on to spend the night in
Dumas, Texas. Charlie Feist and his father made a side trip to the
Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, marking 285’s presence. A group
dinner was held that evening at the Plaza Restaurant before settling
in for the night. The group arrived at Peaceful Vally Scout Ranch,
located 40 miles northeast of Colorado Springs, on Sunday
afternoon.
The ranch is sprawled over 3,000 beautiful acres and dressed with
pine trees on a rolling terrain at 7,000 feet. The center of the
camp is Gilwell Hall, recently expanded to include a large wooden
deck, which was a wonderful location to enjoy morning coffee
while overlooking the Silver Lake waterfront area. Troop 285 was
assigned to the Laredo campsite, on the far northeast end of the
camp.
Christian Diaz writes, “Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch marks my second
time going out of state for a camp, and it stood out in a lot of ways. I
think one of the first things I noticed was how involved and enthusiastic
the camp staff were…every morning two of the staff would run up
near the flagpoles and yell, ‘Goooooooooooooooooooood morning
camp Cris Dobbins!’ It was a great thing to hear at 7:15 in the morning,
but it also showed how dedicated the staff was to creating a cheerful
environment around camp.”
There was an overarching western storyline, which set the scouts on
daily quests and challenges against the staff. Christian adds, “There
was a cowboy theme this year and we could duel with anybody on staff.
We would play games like “rock-paper-scissors” (or as it was known
“gun-hat-spurs”) and if we won, we got a piece of gold, which acted as
a coupon on certain items in the trading post.”
Christian continues, “Another
thing that made camp memorable
was the landscape. It really looked like something that Bob Ross
would paint with green hills and tall trees.”
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“When we weren't walking or hanging around camp, we were at merit badge classes. These classes
ranged from wilderness survival to nuclear science. They also offered activities which aren't merit
badges like ATV, which I was able to take.” Christian concludes, “It was a lot of fun and I would
definitely recommended it! Overall, I had a great time at camp! From the enthusiasm of the staff to
the variety of merit badges and activities, it would be hard not to."
While the scouts and dads were at camp, the
moms, Kristen Shapovalov and Risa Alonso,
along with the younger scout siblings, went on
various excursions throughout Colorado that
included a trip to the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo,
Estes Park, Rocky Mountain National Park, and
Manitou Springs. On Tuesday, Alex Shapovalov
and Chris Alonso took a day off from camp and
met their families to tour the Royal Gorge Route
Railroad and Holy Cross Abbey in Cañon,
Colorado. Meanwhile, dads back at camp
performed a service project to assemble and paint
picnic tables. Only two troops (both from Texas) participated in the service project, Troop 285 and
Troop 555 from Austin. Thanks to Matt Ferguson, Phil Cantor, Ray Chacon and Steve Kelly for
representing Troop 285 and the Great State of Texas! To conclude the evening, Troop 285
performed the closing flag ceremony.
On Friday, the entire group went on a whitewater rafting trip along the Arkansas River in
Cañon. This included the Alonso, Shapovalov
and Crockett families, who met the group in
Cañon.
Raft 1 included: Aidan Alonso, Andrew and Ray
Chacon, Conor and Matt Ferguson, David Kelly
and Timothy Shapovalov.
Raft 2 included: Alex, Kristen, Gregory and
Nathaniel Shapovalov and Chris, Risa and Ryan
Alonso.
Raft 3 included: Christian, Matthew and Daniel
Diaz, John and Phil Cantor, Gideon McClain and
Steve Kelly.
Raft 4 included: Charlie and John Feist, Brad
Crockett, Hunter & Henry Crockett along with
their aunt and cousin.
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Special recognitions at camp included; Andrew Chacon
earning Rifle MB - Provisional Marksman; Conor
Ferguson earning a “loopy” in recognition of his
readiness and good spirit in his Model Design and
Building MB class; Timothy Shapovalov, Andrew
Chacon, Charlie Feist, and David Kelly earned the
Penguin Plunge Award.
Great thanks to Alex
Shapovalov for leading the camp and coordinating the
white-water rafting trip!!

Left-Right: Gideon McClain, Christian Diaz, Timothy Shapovalov, Conor Ferguson, Matthew Diaz (front),
David Kelly (Kneeling) Aidan Alonso, Andrew Chacon, John Cantor and Charlie Feist
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The End of Summer Fishing Trip
August 11th & 12th
As summer draws to a close, families prepare for the return
of the “daily routine”… navigating congested commutes,
juggling hectic schedules, and grasping at the fleeting hours
in a day. So it was a welcomed opportunity to capture
those last few days with a father and son fishing trip,
planned by Bill and Tripp Barkley.
The group, which included Bill and Tripp Barkley; Phil and
John Canter; Brad, Hunter, and Henry Crockett; and a
couple of friends not in the troop, camped for one night,
from Sunday to Monday, and caught 10 fish
“I think Hunter caught the
biggest fish out of the
scouts,” Bill writes.
“The
weather was not great for
fishing as the surf was very
rough, but we had a great time because there was a beach.”
Phil adds, “It was a nice trip…I learned some new stuff when fishing the
coast. I would like to do more trips like that…although sleeping on the
beach is tougher than sleeping at a scout camp. I caught roughly 6+/fish…and they were tasty!”
As the scholastic year begins, make time for the moments that count,
and may all our scouts excel in their academic and extra curricular
pursuits!
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Scoutmaster’s Comments:

Summer. If you say or even think about summer your mind will probably evoke
memories of family fun activities, especially trips to the coast or mountains. And, for
a 285 family it means Scouting Adventures. As we “close the book” on Summer 2019,
did your Scouting Adventure meet or exceed your expectations? Did you smile when
you completed that first merit badge at Summer Camp? Did you wish you could bring
the cool mountain air back to San Antonio? Was it the day your crew became
“directionally challenged” on the trail at Philmont? Were you ecstatic when you
reached the summit of Baldy Mountain?
Every summer will have “highlights” and precious memories as you continue along
the Scouting Trail.
Back in San Antonio, we had two scouts achieve the Eagle rank in June and another
soon-to-be Eagle completed a unique Eagle project. The Project involved the creation
of sensory trail elements for children engaged in equine therapy at the Rise Rehab
Facility.
“I undertook this project in order to become an Eagle Scout. Throughout the duration
of the project, I believed this project was about me and getting something done that I
needed to do, a means to an end. Then Mrs. Fergason began sending me photos of the
children and the joy brought into their lives and I came to understand that this
project was never about me at all”. Thanks, Josh Carpenter, for a great project and
another milestone on the bodacious 285 Scouting Trail.

Bill McCalister
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