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Scouts pictured with
the Honorable Judge
Henry J. Bemporand

CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION
Back

at it again with his annual shenanigans, St.
Nick was not so saintly as he caused an uproar at
James Bonham Academy for the 26th year in a row.
“Good ol’ Kris Kringle” was arrested again for not
obtaining a visitor’s pass and distributing gifts on
school grounds.
Taken away in handcuffs, Santa
was sent to the slammer, and also held in peril was
the Christmas morning jubilation of millions of young
children.
Prosecution Team: Aidan Alonso, John Canter & David Kelly

The prosecution team seemed to have a slam-dunk
case against the charismatic Clause, who let his
passion for bringing joy to the world overpower his Wether it was the convincing arguments of the stellar
defense team or the realization of the jury - made up of
better judgement.
elementary students from Bonham Academy - that they
may not receive Christmas presents, it turns out Kris Kringle
was surprisingly found innocent! - a wink and a nod to the
reader.

The Defense Team: Joseph Helmrick, Tres Jass, Ryan Taylor
& Timothy Shapovalov

The 26th Annual Trial of Santa was the culmination of the
Eagle required Citizenship in the Nation Merit Badge,
which was presented by Mr. Brooks Meltzer over the
months of November and December of 2019. Mr. Meltzer
ran a fantastic MB session for the scouts!….But did Mr.
Meltzer explain why Santa has seemingly been placed in
double jeopardy all these years?
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Cycling

Pedaling

through mud and over rocky

terrain, Carter Hartnett, Christian Diaz,
Mathew Diaz, Timothy Shapovalov, Marcio
Marti, Tres Jass, Harrison Goodman and
Paul Thomas, Jr. earned the Cycling Merit
Badge through the efforts of Mr. Andrew
Hartnett, who is the troop Merit Badge
Counselor and mountain biking enthusiast.
Over several campouts and weekend rides,
this group of scouts logged miles of
mountain biking through hill country trails
and
newly developed trails along San
Antonio’s Greenway Trails.
Great job scouts and thank you Mr.
Hartnett for leading the Cycling Merit
Badge!
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C:\Users\TP285\Game Design

Twelve scouts met on a weeknight in February at the Microsoft store in La Cantera to
learn about programming, as an effort towards earning their Game Design Merit Badge.
The scouts played a computer game and then programed their own game through class
instruction.
The scouts then “broke” the game by re-coding the game to their own
specification.
The scouts in attendance included: Will Toman, Marcio Marti, Harrison Goodman, R.D.
Branch, Ryan Alonso, Gregory Shapovalov, Joseph Helmrick, John Canter, David Kelly,
Timothy Shapovalov, Aidan Alonso and Thomas Beyer.
Thanks to Kristen Shapovalov for coordinating the visit.

Joseph Helmrick
works at programming
his game.
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Marc Choucair Eagle Presentation

Prior

to returning to Texas A&M for the spring semester, Marc Choucair was presented with his Eagle
Award in January. Marc had departed early for college and was not able to attend the August Court of
Honor when he would have received his award; therefore, Marc was presented with his Eagle at the
January 6th troop meeting.
Marc started his scouting career in Corpus Christi before transferring into Troop 285 in 2016. Marc
served as a Patrol Leader and twice as Assistant Senior Patrol Leader in 2017 and 2018. He also served
on the troop’s Advancement Board in 2017 and 2019.
He attended several summer camps with Troop 285 at Camp Wehinahpay and at Lost Pines. His High
Adventure activities included Philmont in 2017 and Bob Marshall Wilderness in Montana in 2018.
Marc’s Eagle project was performed at Guadalupe River State Park/Honey Creek State Natural Area.
Over $600 was collected to fund the project, which consisted of installing six benches and four
birdhouses along the main Honey Creek SNA trail. Marc also cleared extensive brush around the
historic sheep dip structure and cleared a trail near the Doeppenschmidt House. Marc is attending Texas
A&M and is majoring in Civil Engineering.
When addressing the troop, Marc spoke about the reward of overcoming the challenges of high
adventure; and although those time were difficult, he would do it all over again.
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Try Dive
By Leigh

Tom

Griffith

Thomas Peek with scouts

Peek, a certified

at Dive World

Divemaster, was
planning a Gulf Coast
Wreck Scuba diving trip
for the troop in 2021, in
Alabama. The trip was
expected to involve
ocean boat dives in
moving current to a
depth of 80-90 feet, in
60-degree water.
Mr. Peek perviously led a
scuba diving trip to the
Galapagos Islands.
In
preparation, he
coordinated with Dive
World at Thousand Oaks
for the use of their
indoor, heated pool and
free diving equipment
to expose interested
boys and dads to scuba.
Scuba certification was
not required for the “Try
Scuba” event, but will be
required for the future
trips.
Several scouts and dads
met at 6:00pm and
learned about scuba
and had a great time!

A f t e r fi l l i n g o u t p a p e r w o r k ,
everyone was fitted with a dive
mask and snorkel, fins and a scuba
tank and regulator, and a BCU
(buoyancy control device).
Tom Peek, Dive World divemaster
Mandy, and TP 285 Eagle Scout
Aaron Peek, served as instructors
and provided supervision
throughout the event for safety.
After a short course of instruction,
the boys and dads got in the water
and were able to scuba dive for
about 45 minutes underwater.

Since the initial meeting at Dive
World, major changes have
developed for the 2021 dive trip.
The new destination is planned
for Thailand and the leader will
be Will Toman’s uncle, Steve
Richardson.
Special thanks to
Mr. Peek for initiating the interest
in the proposed dive trip and for
Mr. Richardson for taking the
lead, as circumstances led to the
change in location and
leadership.
Those that are interested are
encouraged to continue with
formal certification.
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Sam Griﬃth
Practice Diving

Aaron Peek and
Timothy Shapovalov

R.D. Branch, Timothy Shapovalov,
Sam Griﬃth and Harrison Goodman
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Boyd Meltzer’s Eagle Project

The Troop at Work on Boyd
Meltzer’s Eagle Project

A Boy and his Best Friend
In

the year 2000, those modern day

m i n s t re l s , Th e B a h a M e n a s k t h e
philosophical question of the millennia, to
which we now have the answer…it was
Boyd Meltzer who let the dogs out!
Boyd raised money and worked to create
a dog park for Haven for Hope and the
surrounding neighborhood.

It was

recognized that those residents who stay
at Haven for Hope often

have pet dogs

that would typically be cooped up in a
kennel while their owner was in residence.

Boyd Meltzer Preparing
To Cut the Ribbon

Thanks to Boyd, through his Eagle Project,

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was planned for the opening of the dog

there is now a place for these companions

park in late January and was attended by Troop 285, staff from Haven
for Hope, and local residents. It was apparent that the dog park was a

to frolic outdoors with their owner to the
benefit of both.
The dog park consists of a large fenced in
area where dogs can play off-the-leash. It
includes benches and “a pooch
playground” for pets to play.

welcomed addition to the area as dogs played in the open area with
their owners. In addition, Boyd mentioned that the remaining funds
raised for the project would be donated to Haven for Hope.
Congratulations to Boyd Meltzer on the completion of his Eagle
Project!
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Operation McGimsey II
It was a cold start to the morning in mid-January

a significant dent was made to the brush pile
and the work will be continued by other
when a small group of scouts and dads from
volunteers.
Troop 285, with the assistance of a pair of Arrow
of Light scouts and dads from Pack 285, met for The group included SPL Quinn Niebergall, Grant
phase two of Operation McGimsey.
Niebergall, Ryan Taylor, Aidan Alonso, Chris
The scope of the project was to chip large piles
of brush located at the back of the property
near the west fence. The scouts transferred brush
to the adults operating the wood chipper and
also filtered out branches that might be used for
firewood at McGimsey.

Alonso, Matt Van Winkle, ASM Bo Jackson, ASM
Jim Lynch, ASM Greg Villaret, ASM David Kibler
and SM Bill McCalister, with Pack 285 members
Marcos Soto and his father, Jeremiah Paredez now a member of Lone Star Patrol - with his
father John Paredez.

Thanks to all who volunteered for this service
project.
As a troop, let’s make a better
The group worked hard until noon; however, the
commitment to attending service projects to
mound of brush had the upper hand. However, knock them out in typical Troop 285 fashion.
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Pike Davis
Winter
Campout
2020
By Bill McCalister
Photos by Paul Mayhew (the good ones)
& Chris Alonso

The tradition of a Winter Campout at the
historic Pike Davis Ranch began in 1984.
Good News : The tradition continues and
Pike Davis 2020 was another resounding
success ! In addition to Troop 285, there
were scouts and dads from seven other
troops, plus Webelos and a group of
Alumni.

All total there were 204

participants with 14 patrols.
The weather on Saturday was overcast
and in the 60’s. The patrols departed the
Ranch Headquarters about 9:45 am with
the goal of locating 18 Orienteering
Points and participating in four Activity
Stations while backpacking to their
campsites past the steep hill overlooking
Big Branch Creek.
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Matt Van Winkle
Addressing the Patrols

Patrol Leaders Waypoint
& Stations Briefing
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Top Left: Caleb Carpenter Plans
the Hiking Course for Nighthawk
To p R i g h t : F a l c o n P a t r o l
Strategizing for the Day
Center: Cougar Patrol on the
Trail
Bottom: Nighthawk Patrol Ready
To Head Out
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Th e A c t i v i t y St at i o n s w e re c h a l l e n g i n g ,
educational, and fun.

Three of the stations

required leadership and teamwork skills:
Catapult Lashing; Communication Challenge;
Ring Toss.

The fourth station had the scouts

create a bola and then attempt to lasso a replica
of an Arctic Hare, a Ptarmigan, and a Greater
Rhea (largest bird in South America). Needless to
say, the scouts would have been really hungry as
their bolas rarely “hit the mark”.
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Opposite Top Left: Greg Villaret Leads Catapult
Lashing
Opposite Bottom Left: Jameson Adams Leads Ring
Toss Game
Opposite Top Right: Gage Lagueux, John Canter,
Gregory Shapovalov, & Ryan Alonso Work on
Lashings for the Catapult
Opposite Bottom Right: Scout From Troop 112
Launching a Ring

Top: Matthew Diaz Preparing To Release a Bola.
Middle: ASM Ben Lagueux Shows the Scouts How
To Assemble a Bola.
Bottom Right: Conor Ferguson Works With his Patrol
To Keep the Wooden Block From Touching the
Ground for the Communication Challenge
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Matt Van Winkle & Roy Schultz

Back at Ranch Headquarters, a group of 32 Alumni met for fellowship and a special luncheon prepared
by Chef Extraordinaire, ASM Roy Schultz. The feast was taste tantalizing with roasted salmon basted
with a barbecue sauce, crabmeat stuffed Mac & Cheese, roasted Brussel Sprouts, and peach cobbler
with vanilla ice cream for dessert.
Following supper, all of the scouts and dads migrated to Big Branch Creek
for our traditional Campfire Program. The program featured the theme of
“Outer Space” and was led by two terrific scouts from Troop 1114. To say the
least, the two Master of Ceremonies “kept us in stitches” with their corny
sketches while the zany skits from the troops continued the “tradition” of “not
being ready for Prime Time”, but, were definitely entertaining. Uncle Dave
recited the classic “Cremation of Sam McGee” poem during story time.

Above: Story Time
With
Uncle Dave Kibler
_________________

Left: Mr. Mac Opens the
Campfire With a Classic
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The Masters of Ceremonies Scouts from Troop 1114

One Man Star Wars Act

The highlight of the evening was the dramatic Flag Retirement Ceremony
crafted and led by ASPL Gage Lagueux.

The emotional ceremony

commemorated Texas Department of Public Safety Officer Larry Dale
Candelari who was killed in a tragic accident on IH-10 west of Kerrville while
assisting stranded motorists in a vehicle accident. The story was narrated
by Eagle Scout Kevin Marquardt, an ASM in Troop 111 in Kerrville. The flag
that was retired actually flew over the granite memorial on the side of the
hill that overlooks Officer Candelari’s last act of bravery and service.
Timothy Shapovalov
Preparing for the Flag
Retirement Ceremony

In

addition to that flag, there were a record breaking total of 285 flags retired.

ASPL Gage Lagueux
Leads the Ceremony as
Logan Balfour and Patrick
Hughes Retire the
American Flag Before a
Solemn Audience of
Scouts
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The weather on Sunday was spectacular. Crisp with crystal clear blue skies and light wind. Everyone
gathered at the traditional site below the ridge for the Worship Service. Music was provided by ASM
Richard Lopez and Eagle Scout Lex Lopez. The Service featured Communion for all. Mr. Mac related a
classic Erma Bombeck article, “There Wasn’t Time”, as a message for both scouts and dads, and
concluded with the reading of a letter written by Eagle Scout Carlos Rosende while he was a
Midshipman at the United States Naval Academy emphasizing leadership and being an Eagle Scout.
Following the Worship Service, everyone hiked back to the Ranch Headquarters to depart for home.

Troop 285 Eagle Scout Lex Lopez and his Father ASM Richard Lopez Lead the Worship Service in Song
Weekend Results:
Best Bolos: Troop 1114 - Magnolia, TX
Best Campfire Talent: Troop 112 - San Marcos, TX
Best Campfire Skit: Troop 271 for “The One Man Star Wars Skit” - Cedar Park, TX
Bronze Award: Beans Patrol - Troop 271 - Cedar Park, TX
Silver Award: Dragon Patrol - Troop 111 - Comfort, TX
Gold Award: Ninja Bacon Patrol - Troop 1114 - Magnolia, TX
Special Thanks to Mr. Matt Van Winkle for coordinating the 2020 Winter Campout at Pike Davis!
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LBJ Historical Park - Cycling Event

Mr. Andrew Hartnett coordinated and led an outstanding cycling event on Saturday, February
22nd. Mr. Mac writes, “With a crystal blue sky, light winds, and a crisp temperature in the mid-50’s, 12
scouts and 10 dads enjoyed a spectacular cycling sojourn in the Hill Country. The morning activity featured
mountain biking on a course two miles north of Fredericksburg. The trail was in good condition and provided
some challenging climbs. Everyone completed the course shortly after Noon, so we returned to Fredericksburg
and enjoyed some tasty German cuisine for lunch at Friedhelm’s Restaurant before returning to San Antonio.”
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Lone Star
Patrol
Campout
The

new Lone Start patrol, eager to advance along the
scouting trail, held their own campout, from Friday night
through Sunday morning, the weekend of February 21st 23rd. The campout was held at Cranes Mill Park, which is
maintained by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE)
and located on the West end of Canyon Lake.
Kristen and Alex Shapovalov organized the weekend
campout, which correlated with Pack 285’s weekend
campout at the same location. Both the pack and Lone Star
Patrol had the campgrounds to themselves the entire
weekend and each was able to isolate independent camping
areas.

Jeremiah Paredez and Andrew Chacon Selecting Stones

Rain was projected for the weekend; however, the weather was fantastic clear skies with a crisp breeze and temperatures in the 60’s with overnight
lows in the 40’s and 50’s - OUTSTANDING camping weather!
After setting up camp Friday evening and ending the night with a cracker
barrel around the campfire, Lone Star woke up, cooked breakfast and met
up with Pack 285 to conduct a service project for the ACOE.
The scope of the service project was to reestablish a trail that had been
built by a Girl Scout troop several years ago, but had not been maintained
in quite a while. The trail was an emergency access point from the lake to
the RV campgrounds - “Help! I left my tanning lotion back at the RV!” Humor
aside, the group worked diligently and completed the project within a
couple of hours. Dads from the pack cleared overgrown vegetation. The
cub scouts and parents raked out the trail area and Lone Star patrol loaded
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large rocks from the lakeshore onto the bed of a gator. The rocks were then transported up
to the trail and used to align the perimeter of the trail. Between trips, Lone Star also
cleaned the lakeshore of trash and debris.
After lunch, the patrol worked on getting requirements signed-off to complete Scout and
Tenderfoot rank requirements. (Upon completion of the camp, four scouts were only 1 or 2
requirements shy of being ready for their Scoutmaster Conference! )
Later that afternoon, the scouts also earned their Fingerprinting Merit Badge, which was
conducted by the Coast Guard Auxiliary. To wrap-up the evening, Mr. Paul Thomas, Sr.
and Paul Thomas, Jr. graciously came by camp - after a day of mountain biking at the L.B.J

Merrick Devlin Works With Mr.
Gordon Niebergall on Rank
Requirements

Historical Cycling Event - to teach the scouts knife, axe and saw
safety, a requirement for Tenderfoot. Through this effort, each
scout also earned their Totin’ Chip. - Thank you Mr. Thomas!
Overall, the camp was extremely successful! The scouts not only
earned rank requirements, they also were introduced to the
patrol method of scouting. There were some bumps along the
way, but the benefit was recognizing these obstacles early and
working as a group to make the improvements.

Grant Niebergall working on his Totin’ Chip

Our new scouts include, Merrick Devlin, Pierce McBrayer,
Jeremiah Paredez, Gregory Shapovalov and Ryan Alonso. Grant
Niebergall, Andrew Chacon, Timothy Shapovalov and Aidan
Alonso also attended the camp.
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Troop 285 Trivia!

Who
knows the
story
behind this
picture of
285 scouts
cooking
behind the
old scout
hut?

Last Issue’s Answers

10th

This picture was taken on Mr. Mac’s
Anniversary as Scoutmaster, celebrated in the
Bob Marshall Wilderness. Mr. Mac had just
baked a chocolate cake for the group.

This patch was given to the
participants of the
Campamento in 2014.
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February 1st Court of honor

The February Eagle Court of Honor was a grand celebration, as there were four
scouts that were awarded the rank of Eagle. Each of the new Eagle Scouts had
outstanding presentations that provided guidance and encouragement to the
younger scouts in attendance.
This Court began with the Scout Investiture Ceremony for those scouts just getting
on the trail towards Eagle. Mr. Mac led the ceremony with the assistance of SPL
Quinn Niebergall. Congratulations to Sammy Barber (left) and R.D. Branch (right),
who were presented the rank of Scout. Mr. Mac stressed that it is the Scout Oath
and Law that guide the scout along the path to Eagle

Mr. Mac also recognized Mrs. Risa
Alonso for her help transitioning
the troop, “kicking and screaming
along the way”, towards the use of
Scoutbook.
Mrs. Alonso was presented with a
Troop 285 mouse pad and lapel pin.
Thank you Mrs. Alonso for all you
do for the troop!
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Rank Advancements

ASM Alan Gustin led the rank advancement
ceremony with the assistance of ASM Greg
Villaret.
Tommy Barber was awarded the Rank of
Tenderfoot. Tommy seems to be making good
progress earning his ranks.
Keep up the
steady pace there are still many miles ahead!

David Kelly was recognized for earning Second
Class. Congratulations Mr. Kelly; but know
the next steps will be challenging. You can do
it!

John Canter has recently picked up the pace and is
shooting ahead! John was awarded the rank of First
Class Scout. Atop the hill you’ll recognize the
challenge is just beginning. (Matthew Diaz & Tres
Jass also earned first class, but were unable to
attend.)
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Rank Advancements

Left to right, Aidan Alonso, Thomas Beyer and Will Toman
earned the rank of Star and are preparing themselves for
Life and the last push towards the rank of Eagle.

Will Helmrick was awarded the rank of Life Scout.
Congratulations to Mr. Helmrick, you’re almost at the top
and the troop is here to support the effort!
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Eagle Scout Award Presentations
At the summit of the journey the following Eagles shared their experience along the way.

William D. “Tripp” Barkley III
Leadership Positions: Assistant senior Patrol Leader, Special
Projects Manager, Quartermaster (2x), Patrol Leader, Assistant
Patrol Leader
Recognition: National Honor Society, Order of the Arrow,
Certified Life Guard, Certified PADI open water scuba diver
earned: 41 Merit Badges
Scouting Highlights: Tres Ritos (2013, 2014), Galapagos Islands
(2015), Florida Sea Base (2016), Northern Tier -Bissett (2016)
Eagle Project: The project involved improving the Lorence Creek
Preserve area.
Tripp reconditioned the existing swing set
grounds with new mulch & paint, repurposed the existing mulch
around the garden area, improved the existing memory garden,
and extended new water lines with spouts to both the garden
area and the Memory Garden.
Tripp stressed the enjoyment of the outdoors and finding selffulfillment while on high adventure trips.

Joshua Paul Carpenter
Leadership Positions: Senior Patrol Leader, Assistant Sr. Patrol
Leader, Lone Star Patrol Leader, Advancement Board, OA Rep,
Patrol Leader, Assistant Patrol Leader, Den Chief
Recognition: Order of the Arrow, BSA Triple Crown, 50-Miler,
BSA Life Guard, BSA Open Water Scuba Certification, BSA Mile
Swim, Big 50
earned: 53 Merit Badges
Scouting Highlights: Philmont, Sea Base, Norther Tier, NYLT,
Wind River Wyoming, Tres Ritos/Vermejo, West Texas Adventure
Eagle Project: Created a therapy trail including mail boxes,
sensory boxes, balance beam, pool noodle curtain, swing,
xylophone, and three portable mounting blocks for the
participants of Rise Therapy.
Josh gave an encouraging speech about overcoming challenges,
recognizing that it took him three BoR’s to earn his First Class
Rank. He also thanked his dad John Carpenter for being at his
side throughout his scouting career.
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Eagle Scout Award Presentations
Harrison Bond Doyle
Leadership Positions: Den Chief - Pack 285, Lone Star Patrol
Leader, Order of the Arrow Representative, OA Vice Chief of
Ceremonies, OA Ordeal Elangomat
Interests: Cross Country, JROTC (Company Commander,
orienteering commander, Raider, Drill, Precision Air Rifle and
JLAB Teams), Model United Nations Co-Chair, CrossBridge Media
Team
earned: 54 Merit Badges
Scouting Highlights: Lost Pines (2015-2017); Big bend Spring
Break Trip, Tres Ritos, Bob Marshall Wilderness, Florida Sea
Base, Oarder of the Arrow - Brotherhood Member, NYLT, NAYLE
Philmont, Philmont, Swamp Base, 285 Big 50, Kodiac Award
Eagle Project: Prayer Trail at CrossBridge community Church Harrison cleared and created a trail in a wild and wooded area
of the church property. In addition, he constructed five benches
and created a trail guide.
Harrison stressed the importance of keeping the big picture in
focus. There will be many challenges along the way, but always
remember what the ultimate goal is when on the trail to Eagle.
(As the former Den Leader, Harrison was my Den Chief and did an
outstanding job of representing Troop 285 excellence! - Thanks
for your service Harrison. - Chris Alonso)

Ian Hipp
Leadership Positions: Assistant patrol Leader, Patrol Leader,
Advancement, Order of the Arrow Representative, Chaplain
Recognition: Order of the Arrow, National Honor Society, Gold
President’s Award, National Latin Honor Society, Mu Alpha
Theta, honor Roll
earned: 37 Merit Badges
Scouting Highlights: Lost Pine, Goshen scout Camp, Florida Sea
base, Bob Marshall Wilderness, Maroon Bells-Snowmass
Eagle Project: Ian constructed a circular and sun lounger style
deck for the Children’s Shelter of San Antonio.
After
constructing the decks, the surrounding areas were mulched and
planted and the decks were painted with patterns to add to the
healing environment of the shelter and tie together the central
area of the campus. The project required over 250 man-hours to
complete.
Ian enthusiastically expressed his appreciation for the memories
made around his High Adventure experiences and being in the
beauty of nature.
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Scoutmaster’s Comments
To help other people at all times. Do a Good Turn daily. Those are lofty ideals, and Troop 285 exemplifies
those bedrock tenets of our great Scouting principles. For over 65 years, our troop has bodaciously
practiced a Tradition of Service to our community. Let’s pause and reflect on our accomplishments.
• Adopt-a-Highway : For two decades, we collected hundreds of bags of trash on a semi-annual basis
on a 2-1/2 mile stretch along U.S. Highway 281 from Bulverde Road to Cibolo Creek.
• Eagle Scout Service Projects : Our 228 Eagle Scouts have conducted heavy-duty projects, without
fanfare, involving thousands of hours of volunteer labor and approximately $375,000 generously
donated by the families and friends of the troop to benefit our community.
• Guadalupe River State Park : Since 2007, our troop has conducted semi-annual Service Projects at
the park. This is in addition to a number of Eagle Scout Service Projects at the park. Initially, the
project focused on removal of trash along the banks of the river. However, it has evolved into much
larger scale maintenance projects, such as removal of Ashe Juniper (cedar) and trail building.
• Support for our Troops : Our troop experienced an extraordinary relationship and support for our
San Antonio USO organization due to the leadership of Eagle Scout Eric Gibbons and his father, Kent
Gibbons. Action included painting projects at the downtown facilities and a $25,000 Eagle Project
modernizing the airport facility. In addition, scouts and Dads served hot meals to service personnel
at the downtown center on Saturdays for a month, our troop conducted a soda can drive, which
provided over 4,000 soft drinks for the troops, donated new U.S. flags for both centers, we “adopted”
a soldier in Afghanistan and sent him monthly “care” packages, and climaxed the support by filling
and shipping 210 “care” packages, which had over 2,000 pounds of food and comfort items for the
troops in Afghanistan.
• Special Projects : The troop has conducted a semi-annual Blood Drive each year for over a decade. It
has provided food donations for the Coker Food Pantry and clothing donations for the SAMM
Shelter.
• High Adventure Projects : Our troop has even extended our Service Tradition on High Adventure
Expeditions. In 1990, our initial Alaskan Adventure included the construction of a rest station on
one of the hiking trails at Denali National Park. In 2015, our Scuba Expedition in the Galapagos
Islands included two major service projects. One involved removal of a blackberry grove on San
Cristobal Island, as blackberries are an invasive species introduced by the Spanish, which choke out
native plants and inhibit the habitat of the giant tortoises. The second involved cleaning and helping
to make food at Pan de Vida, a “small version of Haven for Hope” in Quito, Ecuador. Pan de Vida
provides services for families, primarily destitute single Mom situations. After the meal, they took a
large group of children and teachers to a park to play games. The session closed with a brief Bible
study. In addition, one of the “Moms” on the trip is a physician, so, she and her daughter volunteered
several hours at a free clinic seeing patients.
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• Adults : Not to be “outdone” by the scouts, we have also had parents volunteer for special projects.
In 2014, a group of three Dads, one Mom, a lady friend, and three youth spent a week performing
four major projects in Glacier National Park. The projects included painting a large building,
gathering invasive species plants, and clearing a trail to a historic cabin by hand-sawing and
removing 70 “blowdowns” trees (from high winds). The Ranger remarked “you are the first group of
volunteers we have had that actually completed a project”. In 2016, a group of seven Dads and one
volunteer drove out to Fort Davis and spent three days painting buildings at the historic fort.
• International Projects : We have even extended the fruit of our Service Projects beyond our border.
In 1999, we had an Eagle Project in a village in Sumatra providing arts & crafts sessions for fifty
school age children, introducing them to western culture and ideas. In 2004, we supported an Eagle
Project providing 20 pallets of medical equipment to Medical Bridges, a non-profit organization
dedicated to sending medical supplies to people worldwide who have no access to such equipment.
Perhaps the “Crown Jewel” of our international Service Projects occurred in 2008 in Piedras Negras,
Mexico. The project included three trips to support Templo Aleluya, a small church located in an
impoverished area in a suburb of Piedras Negras. On the first trip, we delivered 1,200 pounds of food we
collected from our troop families. On the second trip, we performed routine maintenance, painted rooms
and the outside iron fence, installed a blackboard, built a storage cabinet, and installed a $5,000 Dell
computer system, including seven laptops. The third trip featured an Eagle Project. The project included
construction of a large concrete pad, installation of an irrigation system, and the design and construction of
a Hydroponic Garden. We climaxed the three Service Projects with a coat drive at Christmas for the
families of Templo Aleluya.
The “Good News”……our legacy will continue, as we have “only just begun”. In
2019 we began “Operation McGimsey” to improve the grounds at McGimsey
Scout Park. We have one Eagle Project “on the horizon”……stay tuned.
Bill McCalister
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